Interval from calving to conception in high producing dairy cows treated with recombinant bovine somatotropin.
Intervals from calving to conception in cows treated for two lactations with recombinant bST were ascertained using survival analysis methods. Daily intramuscular administration of placebo, 17.2, 51.6, or 86 mg of bST per cow started at d 70 postpartum and ended at culling or drying off. Breeding began at d 70 postpartum. Multiparous cows treated during the first lactation had significantly longer intervals from calving to conception. Cows treated during the previous lactation, but not during the second lactation, had significantly shorter intervals from calving to conception. Cox proportional hazards regression analysis was used with adjustment for the confounding effect of serum metabolites, milk production, energy balance, and body condition.